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Sen. Patrick ] Leahy (D- Vt.),

. vice chairman of the Senate Select
- Committee on Intelligence,

said
vesterday that he has begun an in-
dependent inquiry into a half-dozen
CIA operations, including a counter-
terrorism program that was can:
celed after an unauthorized car-
bomb blast last 'March killed more .

; than 80 persons in Beirut..

Leahy said he’ wants to. know
more about several sensitive oper-

t Seven operatlons On Our Own he
B said. FR St : ‘c .

* but when asked about it last month, -

i

Leahy said he d:d not know of the -+

counter-terrorism plan in Lebanon,

he made inquiries “and found out

* about it on my own.” He refused to

I

}

l

- give further details.

By law and by agreement thh l
" the Reagan administration,’
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* Sen. Leahy Is Probing
Some CIA Operatlons

Counter- Yérrorzsm Program Scrutmzzed

rere PRIR D reile

The plan was rescmded after

members of the unit hired others to’

| set off, without CIA approval, a car
bomb that killed more than 80 per-

_ chairmen and vice chairmen of the l
Senate and House intelligence_com-_ §
" mittees are to be informed of allco-

| mittees had been fully .informed,

!
|
1}

|_tions,...

! vert CIA activitiés. An administra- ::
tion source insisted that the com- '

. ations and seeks more details on - |
others. about’ which' he: feels: the"
committee wasn 't fully informed. <2

L ~“We're. gomg to revnew~ sxx to i

the

both orally and in writing, of all co- -/

vert or otherwnse sensmve ~opera- | . .
provide staff assistance. The com-
- - _—T
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The Washmgton Post reported
yesterday that President Reagan
approved the plan late last year di-_

- recting the Central Intelligence

Agency to train foreign teams to
make preemptive stnkes against
terrorists.

sons on March 8, the sources said.
The target, a suspected terrorist
leader, escaped unharmed.

“Things have fallen between the

| cracks,” Leahy said. “I do not want

my side to get caught on a Ni-
caraguan-mining type problem

A CIA operation to piant mines in
harbors in Nicaragua caused con-
troversy last vear because several
members of the intelligence over-
sight committees claimed CIA Di-

them enough about the operation.

< Leahy said he feels Casey and
other agency officials are willing to
answer the committee’s questions
about any matter. But he said.noth-

Leahy said he told other commit-
| tee Democrats last week that the
' inquiry is needed because when he

" became vice chairman in January,
he found that he did not know suf-

E are not framed exactly right.
i

most secret and petentially contro-
versial operations.

He declined to 1dent1fy the other

operations.
Leahy said he told the Democrats

| he is committing his staff to the in-

quiry and might ask them also to

! mittee assigns staff members to in-

i dividual senators.
! Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) saxd yes-
..terday that he was not able to at-
‘tend Leahy’s meeting of Democrat-
ic committee members, held last
» Thursday.

No staff members were present

- Nunn said. He added that he would

have no comment about Leahy's

- plan or The Post story.

rector William J. Casey had not told

ing is volunteered if the questions’

ficient details of some of the CIA’s .

Leahy said he has good relations
with the Senate intelligence com-
mittee chairman, David F. Duren-
berger (R-Minn.), but feels it 1s nec-
essary to proceed with his own in-
quiry.

Another committee source said,
however, that Leahy and Durenber-
ger have basic disagreements about
the use of staff resources and the

" direction of the committee. -

Durenberger could not be

_ reached for comment yesterday.
" But he said in a recent interview

that he hopes the committee will
not have to spend much of its time
dealing with controversial CIA op-
erations.

He said he wants to shift the
oversight role “from putting out fxre
to fire prevention.”

Durenberger said that, in ‘the
past, about 90 percent of the com-
mittee’s time has been spent on in-
telligence controversies and that he
hopes to reduce that significantly. )

Administration spokesmen con-
tinued to decline to comment on
The Post story.

Secretary of State George P
Shultz, in- Israel yesterday,- said of
the story: “I haven't seen The
Washington Post today. I do have a
very strong view about terrorism,
as is weli-known, 1 also have the
view that at this stage, actions will
speak a-lot louder than words, so 1

.don’t have anvthing to say about it.”

Shultz, who has made strong pub-
lic statements about taking action

: against terrorists, said later that he

{

|

has decided, for the time being, not
to comment on the general subject
of ‘terrorism. While Shultz was in
Jerusalem, several terrorist bombs

© expioded there and one was de-

fused.

. Robert . Sims, deputy _ White
House press secretary, told United
Press International, “We never dis-
cuss intelligence matters.” But.he
added that The Post story con-
tained “a lot of speculation.”.
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Sources have said Reagan or-
* dered that only the chairmen and
. vice chairmen of the intelligence
_ committees be notified of several
covert operations undertaken late,
" last year, including the antiterrorist,
training program in Lebanon:
There is some question whether alt”
the details filtered down when Du-
renberger and Leahy assumed lead-
ership of the Senate committee in
January. - : !

I - :
i Staff writer Don Oberdorfer
L contributed to this report. .

Approved For Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000303570068-1



